
Tunstall’s Catholic Parish  continued… 
 

Catholics were still treated with a certain amount of scepticism in the 1920s and 30s - the Latin Mass prevailed and 

members of other Churches perceived an aura of mysticism. (Today's tolerance and ecumenical acceptance was not 

yet the order of the day!). So, when it was decided to build this huge new church in an area, which was, then, outside 

the town, it is not surprising that some non-Catholics were known to smile as they trudged along the dirt road into 

town towards Station Road (now the Boulevard). They must have wondered whatever was being contemplated, 

especially when the structure’s foundations were being dug so deep to accommodate the fall of the land and provide 

the necessary strength to support the huge proportions of the magnificent building. Little did they realise Fr. Ryan's 

vision that, one day, the Church would, in fact, be part of the town itself and not on the perimeter. 
 

Some parishioners who were lucky enough to find employment in the local factories no doubt felt reprieved since the 

work on the church was arduous, but once Father Ryan realised his ex-labourers were now earning a wage he was 

quick to make them aware of their opportunity (and obligation) to provide the church with a bag of cement or other 

materials! 
 

It would seem that no local Catholic family could deny its historical 

link with the building of the Church of the Sacred Heart either through 

the use of their labour and talents, or their donations from hard-earned 

and lowly wages. These sacrifices have often been referred to over the 

years, and are difficult for us to fully comprehend in today's 

materialistic society. 
 

The construction of the Church was finally completed in 1930 and an 

opening ceremony was conducted on June 27th of that year, the Feast of 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

The church’s tower, standing 115 feet tall, houses a magnificent bell named Patrick which still rings out each Sunday 

morning.  
 

On one side of the 2½ ton bell is cast the wording:-  
 

“MY NAME IS PATRICK I WILL SING TO THE LORD AS 

LONG AS I LIVE. I WILL SING PRAISE TO MY GOD 

WHILE I HAVE MY BEING”.  
 

On the other side, beneath a coat of arms, it says:- 
 

 “PRAY FOR US WHO HAVE GIVEN THE BELL TO THE 

PARISH AND FIRST RECTOR REV PATRICK J. RYAN ON 

THE CONSECRATION OF THIS CHURCH OF THE MOST 

SACRED HEART OF JESUS, AT TUNSTALL. 1928.  
 

The bell was cast at Mears & Stainbank’s Whitechapel Bell 

Foundry, in the East End of London, in April or May 1928, 

and is 5' 4¾" tall. 
 

There is also a large Sanctuary bell at Sacred Heart, cast in 

1929, also made by Mears & Stainbank. 
 

In the absence of any other archive material, it was 

previously assumed that the “Patrick” referred to was Fr. Patrick J. Ryan, who was the Parish Priest famously 

responsible for building the Sacred Heart church.  
 

However, in 2011, further information came to light confirming that the two Sacred Heart bells were provided, and 

paid for, by Dr. Patrick J. Garvey, a G.P. who had a practice at 28, Windmill Street, Tunstall, and the coat of arms is 

that of the Garvey family. The Garvey family also gave the stained glass window in the Lady Chapel, which is 

dedicated to deceased members of the family and also incorporates the family’s coat of arms 



Details from Evening Sentinel report of Friday June 27
th

 1930 

 

Work Began   1923 

Foundation Stone Laid 7
th

 May 1925 by Bishop Shine, of Middlesbrough Diocese. 

Opened   1930 

Cost   £37,000 

Debt at Opening  £7,000 

Parish Priest   Rev. Fr. Patrick J. Ryan. 1903 - 1951 

Architect   J. S. Brocklesby of Merton, Surrey. 

Opened by   The Most Reverend Dr. Thomas Leighton Williams,   

 Archbishop of Birmingham 

Description   Byzantine style of 12
th

 & 13
th

 C. 

 Sanctuary   30ft in depth 

 Nave    consisting of 3 bays each 32ft square. Spanned by 4 large arches, 

complimented on each side by eight similar ones.  Each square is rendered 

circular by corner pendentives, and then    

 surmounted by a deep ornamental cornice.  Over all are erected 3 semi-

circular domes. 

     3/4 size dome over the sanctuary, and 1/2 one over the narthex 

     Under each large-size arch are 3 smaller ones. 

 Ambulatory  A six-foot vaulted and colonnaded amubulatory exists round the nave and 

sanctuary (used for processions) 

 Side Chapels  

  The Lady  Each 32ft x 20ft. 

  St. Joseph 

  Holy Saint 

  Another 

 Crypt   2 crypts beneath 2 of the above altars (same Size) 

     1 larger crypt beneath the sanctuary used as a sacristy. 

 Façade   Interlacing arching on columns 

 Towers   Smaller is a replica of an ancient tower of early Christian times. 

     Ground floor below to serve as a baptistry.  

     Large square tower -  23ft square x 115ft high 

     Modelled on St. Trophimus, at Arles, in the South of France. 

     Has 4 reinforced concrete floors. 

     Designed to hold 2 bells.  I housed at present - "My name is Patrick" 

 Stonework   From Darley Dale in Derbyshire.  

     Interior dressed.  Exterior in rock-face form (exc. Large tower) 

     (Note the stonemasons' marks around the church) 

 Altars   4 altars constructed of marble with mosaic inlay. Made in Carrara, Italy. 

     High Altar made from 9 different marbles from Carrara, Siena, France and 

Algeria. 

 Pulpit   An exact copy of that in the Church of the Holy Cross in Florence. 

 Stations   In carved wood. A reproduction of those in the Fransiscan Monastery at 

Innsbruck. 

 Stained Glass  Sanctuary and Lady Chapel - Made by class of young parishioners under the 

guidance of Gordon Forsyth. 

 Benches   Also made by young parishioners under Mr. Forsyth's guidance 


