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Dear Parent/Carer

As | am sure you are aware all schools across the collegiate will be closed to all pupils forthe 6 week break. | would like
to thankall the staff across the collegiate who have worked incredibly hard to make things as normal as possible for
our pupils. lam delighted to say that from September all children willbe allowed back into school where we can all
come togetheragain. Each individual school will share all theirarrangements with you.

Yesterday, the government released full details of how all children and staff will return to school and | wanted to share
some of this with you. Most importantto us is the safety of your children and our staff. You our number1 priority —we
care about each and every member of our community.

Each Year group will be abubble and will not mix with other Year groups. Classrooms will look differentand all desks
will be forward facinginrows. There will be rigorous proceduresin place in orderto ensure that pupils clean their
handswhenthey arrive at school, whenthey return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and after
eating. lwould urge you to continue with these procedures with your children athome and when outand about.

There will be more frequent cleaning of rooms/shared areas that are used by different groups. Classroom based
resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared within the bubble; these will be cleaned regularly, along
with all frequently touched surfaces. Resources that are shared between classes orbubbles, such as sports, art and
science equipment will be cleaned frequently and meticulously and always between bubbles, or rotated to allow them
to be leftunused and out of reach fora period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles.

At playtimesand lunchtime, the different bubbles will not mix.

The start and the end of the school day could be slightly different. We need to avoid large amounts of people arriving
at the same time. This may mean that you needto arrive a little earlierand leave alittle later. | urge you to ensure that
you arrive on time. Itis important that wherever possible you walk to school. We are working hard to try and provide
the usual wrap around care inall ourschools.

Due to our extensive home-learning overthe last few months, | am delighted to inform you that the full curriculum
offerwill be taughttoall pupils. PElessons are essentialforthe health and wellbeing of the pupils. Therefore, all
pupils will have PE lessons but all sport will be non-contact.

The government’s scientificadvice has stated thatthere isnota need forin-class social distancing for primary pupils.
We are pleased about this as younger child do find social distancing difficult. Social distancing willstill play a part in St.
Margaret Ward with its students and we will continueto promote thisin Primary wherever possible. Teachersand
support staff are advised to minimise the time they are closerthan 1 metre to anyone, and away from colleagues as
much as possible. Thiswill be challengingforus! However, we have gotto try to adaptto this ‘new normal’. We
asking parents to notapproach our staff. Any appointments need to be made through the school office. Most meetings
will be held remotely.

We will beinvolvedinthe NHS Test and Trace system and swift action will be takenif required. If any action isneeded
you will be informed immediately. Please ensureyou follow any of the guidance we give you. Face coveringsin school




will not be allowed on PublicHealth England advice. Secondary pupils that need to travel on a school minibus would
need a face covering. The school will inform you when thisisrequired.

Acrossthe collegiatel always admire how smartour pupils and staff are. From Septemberall children willneed to be in
full school uniform.

For the foreseeable future we willnot be holdingany large gatherings including assemblies and collective worship. All
schools are beingcreative intheirapproach and will use digital means to ensure the pupils do not miss out.

We expectfull attendance in September. Your child simply cannot afford to miss thisinvaluabletime of their
education. Some children have lost so much and from day 1 we will be workingtirelessly to ensure each and every
child catches up. | assure you that we understand your concerns but are confident that school can fully reopen safely.
We are here for you. Please contact the school office with any concerns you may have.

One of our priorities willbe ensuring everyone inyland above understand how to use Microsoft Teams and so if there
isfuture needtolockdownwe will be able to continue to offerlessons while they are athome.

Finally, once again, | want to say a huge thankyou forall your supportand patience during this most difficult time. |
have been moved by the many positive comments passed to ourschools and the appreciation of all the hard work the
schools have done. | very much look forward to welcoming you all backin Septemberwhere we will be able to pick up
where we left off providing the excellenteducation we doin all our schools.

God Bless

P

Senior Executive Leader
Newman CatholicCollegiate




