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25th May 2022 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

I am writing to thank you for finding the time to answer the recent questionnaire we sent to parents of children in Years 

2-5 attending our collegiate Primary schools, and also to encourage others to get to know us a little better. 
 

At St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy, we are always delighted to see as many families as possible show an interest in 

us as the natural transition into secondary education. 
 

The questionnaire was designed to inform us of your main priorities when selecting the school for your child to attend 

between the ages of 11-16/18. There are so many things to consider and it can be a stressful exercise, and at times, a 

difficult decision to make. 
 

I am grateful to Mrs Munden and other senior staff from SMWCA, as well as Mr Beardmore and the Principals from the 

primary schools, for their work in designing the questionnaire and then analysing the results. 
 

It is interesting to note that previous Ofsted reports and the child’s choice rank highly and that transport was much less 

of a priority than we expected when choosing a secondary school.  The majority of parents completing the questionnaire, 

perhaps understandably, have children currently in Year 5 and I am looking forward to visiting this year group over the 

next few weeks. It was lovely to see the pictures as well as hear how much the children enjoyed the Easter Club and I 

hope that they will return along with the Year 6 who are joining us in September 2022, for our Summer School. 
 

It remains our dream that the Pupil Admission Number (PAN) will be filled with children from the feeder schools, but 

we are aware there is work to be done to secure the confidence needed for you to choose to send your child to  

St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy. 
 

Your responses to the questionnaire have already helped us to start building on our existing transition programme and 

we will look forward to welcoming not only the children, but you, their parents/carers, into the school so you can 

experience for yourself all that we offer as we educate our young people to become the best they can be in their 

academic, social, emotional and spiritual journey through the challenging and exciting years ahead.  
 

Finally, I am delighted to announce that, following a random selection from all the people who filled in the 

questionnaire, the lucky winner of a £50 Amazon voucher is a parent of a child in Year 5 at Our Lady of Grace! 
 

Thank you for your continued support and for making so many thought provoking and encouraging comments to help us 

improve what we offer for the future. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions 

regarding your child’s transition to St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs H Farrer 

Assistant Principal 

ST MARGARET WARD 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
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