
Platinum Jubilee

Take part in 
history  

and celebrate! 



What is a Jubilee?

A Jubilee is like a birthday for the reign of a 

King or Queen – it is the celebration of their 

life and their reign. 

Unlike birthdays, Jubilees don’t happen every 

year, making them all the more special. 



Why is this Jubilee special?

This year, Her Majesty The Queen will become the

first British monarch ever to mark a Platinum

Jubilee, celebrating 70 years of her reign.



How have people celebrated 
Jubilees in the past?

Previous British monarchs have 

celebrated Jubilees in a variety of 

different ways, including the Queen’s 

great- great- grandmother, Queen 

Victoria, who celebrated her Golden 

(50 years)  and Diamond (60 years)  

Jubilees. 

Celebrations included …



… processions …

Photograph of Queen 

Victoria's Diamond 

Jubilee procession, May 

1897 

(RCIN 2300740)



… decorations …

Triumphal Arches at Kensington and Balmoral

(RCINs 2915953 and 2916015)



… banquets …

Robert Taylor Pritchett 

(1828–1907)

The Golden Jubilee 

State Banquet at 

Buckingham Palace, 21 

June 1887

(RCIN 920805)



… fetes…

The fete given in 

Hyde Park to 

celebrate the 

Queen's Jubilee, 

21 June 1887 (by 

an unknown 

photographer) 

(RCIN 2915931)



… and parties! 

Laurits Regner

Tuxen (1853–1927) 

The Garden Party 

at Buckingham 

Palace, 28 June 

1897

(RCIN 405286)



Taking tea

Herbert Johnson 

(1848–1906) 

The Diamond Jubilee: the 

Queen taking tea in her 

tent at the Garden Party, 

28 June 1897

(RCIN 920900)



How to celebrate

Just like Queen Victoria did, Her Majesty 

The Queen will hold many events this year 

to celebrate her special Platinum Jubilee, 

including an extended bank holiday 

weekend, lighting of beacons, services, 

pageants and many more activities.

And, this year, you are all part of this 

special moment in history! How will you 

celebrate?



Recording History 

Left to right: Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Book (RCIN 933540); 

Princess Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee Album p. 59 (RCIN 2924800)



Recording History 

How might you record this historic moment in time? You could:

• Keep a diary – make sure to record any events, activities or special occasions you take 

part in this year for the Jubilee

• Take photographs – you might see (or take part in) a parade or party, or visit a special 

place this year

• Start a Jubilee scrap book – scrap books can include many things like tickets, photographs, 

memories, postcards, drawings.

• Create a Jubilee film – are you a budding film-maker? Why not capture events or create 

your own film on the Jubilee theme!

• Make a time capsule – like a scrap book this can contain many objects, and it can be 

physical or digital 



Celebrate! 

• Hold a Platinum Street Party in your school

• Make sure to include garden party games, a royal 

menu, special invitations and, of course, decorations 

such as bunting

• Create your own Platinum Art Gallery

• Take inspiration from Royal Academy artists and 

make your very own works of art for this Jubilee 

Year. Why not hold an exhibition in your school 

hall?


