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A Message from the Principal 

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move through the autumn term and witness the 
changing season around us, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your continued support. 
Your partnership with our school is deeply valued and 
plays a vital role in the success and wellbeing of our 
children.

I am incredibly proud of our pupils. Their commitment 
to learning, their kindness to one another, and their 
growing sense of responsibility have been evident 
throughout the term. They are a credit to you and to 
our school community.

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to our 
dedicated staff. Their professionalism, care, and tireless 
efforts ensure that every child is supported, challenged, 
and encouraged to flourish. Their work is at the heart 
of everything we do.

As we journey through Ordinary Time in the Church’s 
liturgical calendar, we are reminded that God is present 
in the everyday. In the routines of school life, in the 
quiet moments of prayer, and in the relationships we 
build, we continue to grow together in faith and love.

Thank you once again for all that you do to support 
our mission. I wish you and your families a peaceful 
and reflective autumn season.

With every blessing,

Mr Glover
Principal        



Values and Virtues 
Autumn 2 

Learned and Wise  

Catholic Life 

Learned, finding 

God in all things, 

and wise in the 

ways they use their 

learning for the 

common good.

Year 5 embarked on a 

meaningful mini-pilgrimage, 

joining children from across the 

collegiate to commemorate the 

Jubilee Year. The atmosphere 

was filled with a sense of 

reverence as the students 

participated wholeheartedly in 

the activities, demonstrating a 

deep engagement and respect 

for the occasion. Their 

enthusiasm and spiritual 

connection truly enriched the 

experience for everyone 

involved.

Year 5 Pilgrimage at St Mary’s 



Our Head Boy and Head Girl 

attended a meaningful Mass at St. 

Austin's Church in Stafford, 

alongside delegates from 63 other 

schools, to celebrate our unity as 

one school family within the St. 

Gabriel the Archangel Catholic 

Multi-Academy Trust (CMAT). The 

atmosphere was filled with joy and 

reverence as we came together to 

share in this important occasion. 

Meanwhile, many other students 

from St. Wilfrid's joined the 

celebration by watching via 

Livestream, allowing our entire 

school community to participate in 

this special event. During the Mass, 

St. Wilfrid's was honoured with a 

beautifully crafted lantern, 

symbolizing the enduring light of 

faith. We have brought this shining 

lantern back to our school, where it 

will serve as a constant reminder of 

God's love and guidance in our 

lives as we continue our journey 

together as pilgrims of hope, 

striving for a brighter future.

St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Multi-
Academy Trust 



Parish Diary of the Sacred Heart 
Please see the attached link for up to date information on 

mass times and dates.

Sacred Heart Parish Diary

October : the Month Of The Holy Rosary 



Catholic Life

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who 

joined us for the Rosary prayer service in honour of the 

Month of the Holy Rosary. It was a truly special and 

peaceful time for our school and parish community, as 

we came together to meditate and reflect on the 

mysteries of our faith. This gathering offers a fantastic 

opportunity to unite in prayer, share intentions, and 

deepen our spiritual bonds. Your presence has enriched 

our community. Thank you for coming together to 

embrace the power of prayer as we seek peace and 

guidance in our lives.

https://www.thesacredhearttunstall.org.uk/parish-bulletin.html
https://www.thesacredhearttunstall.org.uk/parish-bulletin.html
https://www.thesacredhearttunstall.org.uk/parish-bulletin.html


We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our 

entire school community for your incredible 

generosity during our Harvest appeal! Your 

donations have made a significant impact. A 

special thank you goes to our Catholic Life 

Leaders who helped transport the 13 crates of 

donations to the church for our meaningful 

Harvest Mass. Your efforts have truly 

exemplified the spirit of giving!

Harvest 2025



EYFS Harvest Celebrations 

As part of our vibrant “Gifts from God” celebration, the 

children from both the Nursery and Reception classes 

joyfully performed a delightful Harvest song. Together, we 

gathered in a spirit of gratitude, thanking God for the 

abundance of blessings He has bestowed upon us, 

especially during this season of Harvest. 

We expressed our heartfelt appreciation to parents and 

carers for their generous contributions to our Harvest food 

bank collection, which reflects the spirit of community and 

sharing. 

The children played an integral role in crafting a thoughtful 

prayer focus in the hall, which created a serene and 

reflective atmosphere for our gathering. Our beautiful 

prayer area was adorned with meaningful objects that serve 

as reminders of our gratitude for the wonders of our world, 

enriching our celebration with a sense of reverence and 

appreciation.



We want to extend a huge thank you to everyone who baked, 

donated, attended, and supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning. 

Your kindness and generosity made this event truly special. We are 

excited to announce that we raised just under £235 for Macmillan 

Cancer Support! Every slice of cake and cup of tea contributed to 

this achievement, and we are so grateful to be part of such a 

caring community.

Macmillan Coffee Mornings 



Welcome to Stoke on Trent

Poster Competition

This term, our children took part in the NSPCC’s Speak Out. Stay Safe. programme —

a national initiative designed to help children understand how to stay safe from harm 

and know where to go for help. The programme began with a virtual assembly led by 

NSPCC staff and their friendly mascot, Buddy, who explained in an age-appropriate 

way what abuse is and how every child has the right to feel safe.

Following the assembly, children took part in classroom based activities that explored 

these key messages in more depth. These sessions helped children recognise trusted 

adults they could speak to, both in school and at home, and reinforced the importance 

of speaking out if they ever felt worried or unsafe.

We were proud to support this valuable programme, which helped our children build 

confidence, resilience, and the knowledge to protect themselves and others.

NSPCC Speak Out. Stay Safe 

We had the pleasure of welcoming Mr. Clark, the 

esteemed Head of the Keele University Language 

Centre, to our “Gifts from God” assembly. Last 

year, our school received an exciting invitation to 

participate in a vibrant poster competition titled 

“Welcome to Stoke on Trent.” The challenge was 

to creatively represent Stoke on Trent through 

artwork and words in a different language; 

Penelope chose to showcase her talent in Polish. 

Amidst a remarkable array of hundreds of entries, 

Penelope stood out by winning the KS1 category! 

Mr. Clark graced us with his presence to present 

Penelope with a portion of her well-deserved 

prize: an enlarged, beautifully framed print of her 

award-winning design, which will be displayed 

proudly in our school, alongside a delightful 

Keele University goody bag. The adventure 

doesn't end there; Penelope is also eagerly 

anticipating the highlight of her prize—an 

unforgettable match day hospitality experience 

at Port Vale. What’s more, her stunning winning 

design will soon be showcased at the Potteries 

Museum in Hanley, as well as at Port Vale, 

bringing her creativity to a broader audience. A 

huge congratulations to Penelope! We are 

incredibly proud of you and the extraordinary 

work you have created.



Nursery
We are incredibly proud of our new nursery 

children for how well they have settled in 

during their first half term. Each child has 

embraced the opportunity to make new 

friends, and we’ve had a fantastic time 

engaging in various activities, from arts and 

crafts to exploring the classroom and the 

beautiful outdoor area filled with nature and 

play equipment. It’s been heart-warming to 

see all the children looking so smart and 

grown up in their neatly pressed uniforms, 

ready to learn and play. Their smiles and 

enthusiasm truly brightened our days. Well 

done to everyone for your hard work and 

positive attitudes! 



We are delighted to share with you the upcoming date for our EYFS 

prospective parent tour and presentation. 

Wednesday 12th November at 9:00 am 

Wednesday 12th November at 5:30 pm 

If you are considering a place for your child in our Early Years, we would 

love to welcome you to our learning environment and meet the team. 

Don't hesitate to get in touch with the school office on 01782 235676 to 

book your place. 

We look forward to seeing you soon and sharing with you what makes 

Early Years at St Wilfrid's exceptional.

Come and visit our EYFS.



Our Reception classes enjoyed a 

delightful morning visiting our local 

gem, Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

The children displayed exemplary 

behaviour as they entered the 

peaceful sanctuary, maintaining a 

respectful silence in this place of 

worship.

During our visit, the students 

participated in an engaging treasure 

hunt, where they searched for various 

items that hold significance in the 

church. They excitedly discovered 

beautifully crafted crosses, flickering 

candles, ornate statues, and several 

Bibles nestled in the pews. Each item 

sparked curiosity and led to insightful 

discussions about its meanings and 

roles within the church community. 

We learned about the rich history of 

the church, the importance of faith, 

and how the community comes 

together for worship.

Father George, our parish priest, 

shared stories that helped the 

children understand the church's role 

in people's lives and its significance 

in our local community. This 

enriching experience deepened our 

appreciation for the church, and we 

are eager to learn more about its 

traditions and teachings in the future.

Reception visit to Sacred Heart Church 



Year 1/2 Forest School 

Y1/2 had an incredible day immersed in nature 

during their outdoor exploration! They 

ventured to Tunstall Park, where they 

enthusiastically searched for various habitats, 

discovering areas filled with vibrant plants and 

diverse wildlife. The children carefully collected 

an assortment of leaves, sticks, and twigs, 

eager to bring these natural treasures back to 

school for their creative activities in the 

afternoon.

Once back at school, they moved to the 

garden, where the students used their 

collected materials to craft unique pieces of 

artwork, showcasing their creativity and 

connection to nature. Additionally, they 

engaged in one-line drawings, capturing the 

essence of their surroundings in a simple yet 

artistic form, and created beautiful leaf 

rubbings that highlighted the intricate patterns 

of the leaves. What a wonderfully busy and 

enriching day it was! Great job, Y1/2!



St. Wilfrid’s Lionesses played exceptionally well tonight, finishing 

as runners-up in the annual collegiate tournament at Dimensions. 

The girls showed remarkable growth in confidence and enthusiasm, 

remaining unbeaten with five wins and two draws. They scored 

outstanding goals, passed the ball confidently, and supported one 

another throughout the tournament. 

We are incredibly proud of all the girls, with special recognition 

going to Aluna, who scored an impressive 12 goals, and to Eliza, 

who was outstanding in goal, allowing only one goal throughout the 

entire tournament. 

It was also wonderful to see four past pupils officiate the matches 

and doing a great job as referees.

Sports events – St Wilfrid’s Lionesses



Year 5/6 Football Tournament at Dimensions
The boys from our Year 5 and 6 cohort recently had a fantastic 

opportunity to represent our school in a highly competitive football 

tournament against several other schools within our collegiate network. 

It was inspiring to witness their dedication and teamwork as they faced 

off with talented opponents on the pitch. Throughout the tournament, 

we demonstrated our prowess by becoming the highest-scoring team, 

with impressive plays that showcased our boys' skill and strategic 

thinking. Highlights included several well-executed goals and 

remarkable assists, proving our ability to work together effectively. 

While we ultimately fell short of winning the tournament, the resilience 

and determination exhibited by our players were commendable. They 

approached each match with a positive attitude and a commitment to 

giving their best effort. A heartfelt thank you to the boys for your hard 

work, sportsmanship, and unwavering spirit during the tournament! 

Your dedication not only made us proud but also set a great example 

for future teams. Let's keep building on this experience and aim even 

higher next time!

Sports Events 



St Wilfrid's Cross Country 

Students from years 5 and 6 proudly represented St Wilfrid’s at the 

first meeting of the 2025/26 Tunstall Cross Country League. 

Competing for the first time in the league, our runners faced off 

against children from eight other Tunstall schools. As always, they 

demonstrated exemplary sportsmanship by supporting and 

encouraging one another while striving to achieve personal bests. 

The children will now use this experience to compete at Summerbank 

Primary School. 

In the second meeting of the 2025/26 Tunstall Cross Country League, 

students from years 4, 5, and 6 once again represented St Wilfrid’s. 

With three new members joining the team, they raced against eight 

other Tunstall schools. They were encouraging one another and 

aiming for personal bests. Running as a team of four, the girls 

secured 4th place, with Aluna completing the challenging 4-lap 

course in 8th position. Well done to everyone; we are so proud of 

your efforts. 



Burslem Park junior parkrun



Year 6 Trip Police Museum 

Year 6 embarked on an exciting adventure to the Manchester Police 

Museum, diving deep into their history topic on Crime and Punishment. 

The students eagerly explored the museum, immersing themselves in the 

fascinating story of how the police force was formed and evolved during 

Victorian times. They were thrilled to handle historical artefacts like sturdy 

handcuffs and polished batons, allowing them to connect with the past in a 

tangible way.

In a lively courtroom setting, the pupils were invited to participate in a re-

enactment of a trial involving a young Victorian girl accused of theft. Each 

student embraced their assigned roles, transforming into judges, clerks, 

barristers, and the defendant, as they navigated the intricacies of the legal 

process. This hands-on experience not only sparked their imaginations but 

also deepened their understanding of justice in a different era. 

The day was filled with laughter and learning, and the pupils represented 

their school with remarkable enthusiasm and respect, making it a 

memorable experience for everyone involved.



Year 6 Saint Margaret Ward Taster 
sessions

Design Technology 
Year 6 had a fantastic time 

during their DT taster sessions 

on Wednesday at St. Margaret 

Ward Catholic Academy. Miss 

Critchlow challenged them to 

design new packaging for 

Terry’s Chocolate Orange, 

providing them with a specific 

design brief to follow. The 

staff from both schools were 

very impressed with the 

students' imagination and 

creativity. We wish the new 

flavours and designs were 

real! Additionally, the St. 

Margaret Ward Robotics Team 

challenged the students to 

build a holder for a ball. Their 

design needed to ensure that 

the ball would not fall out 

while the robot was being 

moved around. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed operating 

the robot, and many 

successfully created effective 

holders.



Year 6 Forest School

Year 6 had a wonderful time at Forest School, immersing 

themselves in the beauty of nature! As part of their Science 

unit, the children enthusiastically explored the diverse world 

of plants, classifying them into intriguing categories: delicate 

mosses, lush seedless ferns, vibrant flowering plants, and 

sturdy cone-bearing plants. Once they returned to our 

allotment area, pairs of students eagerly grabbed their 

sketchbooks and pencils, carefully observing and capturing 

the intricate details of various plants. Their imaginations took 

flight as they even dreamed up some fantastical hybrid plants, 

blending features in creative and unexpected ways. It was 

truly a delightful adventure in discovery and creativity!



Family lives are an online provider who offer a wealth of online parenting and family

support through their confidential hotline, FREE online courses, live chat, parent

advise videos and more.

Their free online parenting courses are a great way to get advice and learn new skills

in the comfort of your own home and at times to suit you. All of their courses are

filled with helpful techniques and ideas developed by their experienced parenting

professionals to help you become a confident and happy parent. Crucially, you can

do our course whenever and wherever suits you and work through it at our own

pace.

Family Lives range of courses includes:

• Parents Together

• Let’s play

• Coping with teens

Family Lives

https://www.familylives.org.uk/

0808 800 2222

• New baby in the family

• Raising confident children

• Sibling arguments

• Co-parenting

Year 1 had an exciting and engaging day for our National Fitness Day challenge, 

where the children truly embraced teamwork and displayed outstanding 

sportsmanship. In the afternoon, we headed to Tunstall Park for our Forest 

School session, where the students had the opportunity to explore and learn 

about the signs of autumn. It was a fantastic day of learning and collaboration!

National Fitness Day & Forest School 

https://www.familylives.org.uk/


Tax Free Childcare

You can receive up to £500 every 3

months (up to £ 1,800 a year) for

each of your children to help with

the cost of childcare.

If you receive Tax-Free Childcare,

you will need to set up an online

childcare account for your child. For

every £8 that you pay into this

account, the government will pay

£2 to use to pay your provider. Eligibility

Your eligibility depends 

on:

• Whether you’re 

working

• Your income (and your 

partner’s income if 

you have one)

• Your child’s age and 

circumstances

• Your immigration 

status

If you’re self-employed,

you ma still be eligible.

What can you  use Tax-Free 

Childcare for?

You can use it to pay for approved 

childcare, for example:

• Childminders, nurseries and 

nannies 

• After school clubs and play 

schemes

Your Child
Your child must be 11 or under and 

usually live with you. They stop 

being eligible the first September 

after their 11th birthday.

Adopted children are eligible but 

fostered children are not.

Apply

You can apply online here:

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-

tax-free-childcare

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare


Name Class

Attendance Winners

Mrs. Gravano Nursery 94.8 %

Miss Jones Reception 96.9 %

Mrs. Osborne Reception 97.1 %

Miss Hodgson Year 1 95.2 %

Miss Bacon Year 1/2 97.2 %

Miss Burke Year 2 96.5 %

Miss Weir Year 3 95.8 %

Mrs. Spencer Year 3/4 97.9 %

Mr. Petrozzi Year 4 98.6%

Miss Forster Year 5 95.7 %

Mr. Bailey Year 5/6 98.4 %

Mrs. Mortimer Year 6 98.6 %

Autumn 1  Attendance 

winners are 

Year 4 
&

Year 6 
Whole school attendance for 

this term:

96.93 %
Thank you to all parents and 

carers for all of your support 

so far this year!

St. Wilfrid's Catholic Academy 

- Attendance

https://www.stwilfridsnewman.co.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=49


Reporting absences:
Parents should report all absences 

before 9 am by ringing the school’s 

dedicated attendance line 01782 

235676 and speaking to the school’s 

attendance officer, Mrs Green.

School staff may follow up on the 

reason for absence with parents/carers 

Academy/collegiate staff may carry out 

a home visit at any point if a child is 

absent for any reason

More information can be found on the 

Attendance page on the School 

Website.

Autumn 1 Attendance:

Well done to all children who have 

achieved over 96% attendance this half 

term. 

We have a fantastic 262 children 

receiving certificates for this Half Term!

90 children will be receiving our Bronze 
Award  (96-97%)

14 children will be receiving our Silver 
Award (98-99%)

148 children will be receiving our Gold 
Award (100%)

Attendance



We have had a fantastic start to the new academic 

year regarding punctuality.  The table above shows 

the progress of all classes this Half Term. Classes are 

tracked daily using the ‘ST WILFRID’ punctuality 

reward, which can be seen displayed on classroom 

windows with the stained glass lettering. Each day 

the whole class arrive to school on time, they are 

awarded their next letter to complete their ‘ST 

WILFRID’. Classes are then awarded £10 each time 

they have a complete set of ‘ST WILFRID’ letters.

This Half Term,  every class have already achieved 

their first £10, and  many have  had their second £10, 

which is amazing! Year 3 are currently in the lead, 

closely followed by Year 4, Year ¾ and Year 6. Mr 

Petrozzi’s Year 4 class have chosen to spend their  

reward money on an Amazon Goodie Box for the 

whole class to share and we are looking forward to 

sharing what other classes have chosen to do with 

their reward money next half term.

Thank you for all of your efforts with getting your 

children to school on time this Half Term, we really 

appreciate the commitment  and support with 

punctuality. 

Remember: Gates open at 8.30am and close at 

8.40am

Keep an eye out for these 
certificates on the class windows! 

Each certificate is a £10 reward 
for the class to spend on a prize 

of their choice.

Punctuality
S T W I L F R I D £10 completed £10 completed £10 completed 

Nursery 30.09.25 01.10.25 07.10.25 08.10.25 09.10.25 13.10.25 15.10.25 17.10.25 26.09.25

Reception - SJ 17.10.25 07.10.25

Reception - LO 26.09.25 21.10.25

Year 1 26.09.25 07.10.25 10.10.25 17.10.25 21.10.25 25.09.25

Year 1/2 07.10.25 13.10.25 14.10.25 17.10.25 21.10.25 26.09.25

Year 2 26.09.25 29.09.25 30.09.25 03.10.25 06.10.25 08.10.25 14.10.25 17.10.25 25.09.25

Year 3 03.10.25 06.10.25 08.10.25 10.10.25 13.10.25 14.10.25 15.10.25 16.10.25 21.10.25 16.09.25 02.10.25

Year 3/4 14.10.25 17.10.25 21.10.25 18.09.25 13.10.25

Year 4 06.10.25 08.10.25 09.10.25 13.10.25 14.10.25 15.10.25 17.10.25 21.10.25 16.09.25 03.10.25

Year 5 26.09.25 30.09.25 07.10.25 21.10.25 25.09.25

Year 5/6 30.09.25 21.10.25

Year 6 17.10.25 21.10.25 24.09.25 16.10.25



Monday 3rd

November 

Inset Day (School Closed To Pupils)

Tuesday 4th

November 

School Reopens To All

Wednesday 5th

November 

Special Bonfire Menu 

Wednesday 5th

November 

Year 6 Height and Weight Check 

(Optional)

Thursday 6th

November 

Forest School Reception Classes

Friday 7th

November 

Reception Eye Screening

10th – 14th

November 

Anti-Bullying Week

Tuesday 11th

November

Year 2 Trip to Hoo Zoo

Tuesday 11th

November

Year ¾ Trip to Etruria Industrial Museum

Thursday 13th

November

Whole School Mass 

19th – 21st

November

Year 5 Residential Trip @Alton Castle 

Wednesday 19th

November

Year 3 Trip To Birmingham Science 

Museum

Tuesday 25th

November 

Miss Jones' Reception Trip To Trentham 

Gardens

Thursday 27th

November 

Forest School Year 2 & Year 5/6 

Tuesday 2nd

December 

KS1 Christmas Film Night 

Wednesday 3rd

December 

KS2 Christmas Film Night 

Key Dates Autumn Term 2 2025



Wednesday 3rd

December 

Nursery Trip To Amerton Farm

Thursday 4th

December 

Whole School Mass

Thursday 4th

December 

Forest School Year 4 & Year 5 

Friday 5th

December 

Non-Uniform Day For Chocolate 

Donation

8th – 12th

December 

Assessment Week 

Wednesday 10th

December 

Christmas Dinner and Christmas jumper 

Day 

Thursday 11th

December 

One Life Music Retreat Day (In School)

Friday 12th

December 

School & Parish Christmas Fayre 

Sunday 14th

December 

Family Mass @ Sacred Heart 

Monday 15th

December 

Year 5 Carol Singing @ Haywood 

Hospital 

Monday 15th

December 

EYFS Nativity @ 2pm

Monday 15th

December 

KS1 Nativity @ 5pm

Thursday 18th

December 

Non–uniform & arty day 

Tuesday 16th

December

KS1 Nativity @2pm

Wednesday 17th

December 

EYFS Nativity @ 9am

Thursday 18th

December 

Non–Uniform & Party Day Whole School 

Key Dates Autumn Term 2 2025



Thursday 18th

December 

Christmas Songs & Mince Pies For 

Parishioners 

Friday 19th

December 

KS2 Carol Concert @ Sacred Heart 

Church 

Friday 19th

December 

Chocolate Raffle Draw 

Friday 19th

December 

School Closes For Christmas Break

Tuesday 6th

January 

School Opens To Pupils 

Key Dates Autumn Term 2 2025


