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St Wilfrid’s Catholic Academy
	All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25. 
This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education: 
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year
The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision. 
Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this text box.


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025 - 2026

	Date this summary was published
	July 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 20256

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs. H. Wallace

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	N. Glover

	Name of local music hub 
	The Music Partnership

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our music curriculum annual overview and the Newman Catholic Collegiate Skills Progression Document are published on our school website. All pupils are involved in music lessons and are encouraged to participate in the extra-curricular musical activities that the school offers. The school’s music specialist signposts children to additional extra-curricular activities offered by the City Music Service.
The Early Years curriculum is carefully planned to ensure all children are able to meet the early learning goals in expressive arts, including music. There are links made with the seasons. The Nursery take part in daily singing time and the Reception class have one half hour music lesson weekly in addition to use of songs and music as part of their daily learning. 
All children in Year 1 take part in weekly curriculum music lessons of 30 minutes; these lessons are taught by a music specialist and additional time is spent with the music specialist in a fortnightly hymn practice. Non-specialist staff spend time learning songs with the children to support learning in other subjects. 
Children in Year 2 participate in weekly curriculum music lessons of a minimum of 30 minutes; these lessons are taught by a music specialist. Additional time is spent with the music specialist in a fortnightly hymn practice. Non-specialist staff spend time learning songs with the children to support learning in other subjects.
In Key Stage 2, all children have weekly lessons with a music specialist which are a minimum of 45 minutes in length. This is comprised of curriculum learning and whole class instrument learning. Additional time is spent with the music specialist in a fortnightly hymn practice. Year 3 and Year 4 learn to play the recorder, Year 5 focus on the ukuleles and Year 6 develop skills on the keyboard. In Year 6, instrumental learning from previous years is drawn upon in ensemble work. 
The bespoke curriculum delivered at St Wilfrid’s Catholic Academy is closely aligned to the Model Music Curriculum, with Key Stage 1 focusing on rhythm, Lower Key Stage 2 on melody and Upper Key Stage 2 on harmony. The curriculum is designed to underpin a deep understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music. Activities are developed with equal use of the three pillars of music (technical, constructive and expressive) and to develop aural, performance and composition skills continuously.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Beyond whole class curriculum teaching children have opportunities to develop their music skills in clubs and small group instrumental teaching.
Small group instrumental tuition is offered by specialist teachers in strings, woodwind, drums and piano/keyboard. These instruments are offered because there are clear pathways to continue at the Collegiate High School, St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy, which offers extra-curricular ensembles and qualifications. Specialist instrumental teachers monitor children’s progress.
Instruments are available to loan from the City Music Service and lessons are charged termly. Children who are pupil premium are asked for a contribution as their lessons are subsidised. St Wilfrid’s is committed to ensuring that financial circumstances are never a barrier to a child’s access to music education. Consumables such as reeds, rosin and replacement strings and books are purchased by parents.
After school, children in Reception class children have the opportunity to join a music club. This is offered for one half term in preparation for children joining Year 1.
Children in Key Stage 2 are offered the chance to join the school choir which runs throughout the year. Children who join the club perform in the community and at school events. Additionally, the choir has the opportunity to participate in the Young Voices event, as a part of the Newman Catholic Collegiate Choir, and other events such as Music Share.
Children are signposted to the free Saturday morning groups provided by the Entrust Music Service and the free evening ensembles run by the City Music Service at the Bridge Centre in Birches Head. The peripatetic music teachers can also source information regarding the provision of additional music lessons for children in care and application for funding for young musicians.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	There is a comprehensive calendar of activities throughout the school year.
Autumn Term
MusicShare Project at Lichfield Cathedral (families are asked for a contribution towards transport costs).
EYFS and Key Stage 1 Nativity performances
Christmas Carol Service for KS2
Choir perform carols at a local care home and/or the hospital.
Choir perform at the Christmas Fayre.
Spring Term
Young Voices concert (spectators need to purchase tickets).
City Recorder Festival (free to participate, spectators need to purchase tickets).
EYFS Mother’s Day singing assembly.
Collegiate Singing Competition
Summer Term
Halle Orchestra Concert visit (children to watch a concert, small charge for transport).
Year 5 music taster sessions at St Margaret Ward.
The Big Sing Stoke 100 at Victoria Hall
Collegiate Choir performance at St Margaret Ward Summer Concert.
End of the year Summer Concert
Year 6 end of year production.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Further develop extra-curricular provision for Key Stage 1 children.
Strengthen school choir.        


Further information (optional)
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
The local music hub, The Music Partnership, has a wealth of information on their website https://themusicpartnership.org.uk/ https://themusicpartnership.org.uk/.
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